
Coronavirus Relief Fund 
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Emergency Commission

June 25, 2020 Budget Section
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CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND TIMELINE
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CORONAVIRUS RELIEF 
FUND REQUEST 
DECISION CHART
1. OMB reviews requests for compliance 

with CRF guidance, reviews with leaders, submits and 
presents an aggregate request to the Secretary of State for 
Emergency Commission consideration.

2. Once approved, Budget Section approval is required 
before federal funds in excess of $50,000 can be received 
by state agencies.



Are necessary due 
to the Coronavirus 

public health 
emergency.

Are not accounted 
for in the most 

recently approved 
budget.

Are incurred during 
the period 

March 1, 2020, 
through 

December 30, 
2020.

THREE CRITERIA
 The CARES Act provides that payments from the Coronavirus 

Relief Fund may only be used to cover costs that: 
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GOALS FOR USE OF CORONAVIRUS 
RELIEF FUND IN NORTH DAKOTA

• Provide the greatest positive impact to ND citizens, 
businesses, and all levels of state and local 
government.

• Ensure funds are used to minimize the negative 
impact of COVID-19 and facilitate economic 
recovery.

• Meet CARES Act criteria for use of Coronavirus 
Relief Fund

• Optimize federal funding available to ND while 
minimizing state and local cost share requirements 
(e.g. new FEMA cost share eligibility)
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NORTH DAKOTA 
CARES ACT CRITERIA

 Meets three CARES Act criteria:
 Necessary
 Not in budget
 Spent between March 1 and December 30

 No ongoing state spending 
commitment.

 Priorities:
 Public health or public safety needs in response 

to COVID-19.

 Facilitates telework, including cybersecurity, or 
transition to digital services.

 Economic stimulus to support business and 
employment.

 Support for individuals.

 Reimbursement of necessary expenses 
incurred by state agencies and political 
subdivisions to continue government services 
during COVID-19 public health crisis. 

 Creation of future efficiencies and cost savings.

 Extraordinary costs that are cannot be funded 
with existing resources.
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SUMMARY OF REQUESTS APPROVED IN 
MAY 2020 – BY CATEGORY

42%

58%

$725.8 M
$524.2 M

May Emergency 
Commission 
Approval

Remaining 
Coronavirus Relief 
Fund

$1.25 B

17%

13%

22%

48%

Public health and safety
Continuation of government services
Economic support for individuals
Economic support for business
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$524.2 M



SUMMARY OF JUNE REQUESTS 
BY CATEGORY

32%

42%

26%
$319.7 M

May 
Emergency 
Commission

June 
Emergency 
Commission

Remaining CRF

8%

15%

49%

28%

Public health and safety
Continuation of government services
Economic support for individuals
Economic support for business
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$406.1 M

$524.2 M

$1.25 B
$406.1 M



SUMMARY OF JUNE RECOMMENDED ALLOCATIONS
BY CATEGORY

Public health and safety $32,341,083

Continuation of government services (PPE, telework, 
cybersecurity, and transition to digital services 61,185,442

Economic support for individuals 200,014,494

Economic support for business 112,574,286

Total $406,115,305
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SUMMARY OF JUNE RECOMMENDED ALLOCATIONS 
BY AGENCY 

Job Service – UI Trust Fund $200,000,000
Department of Commerce 69,679,000
NDUS/Institutions 44,496,003
NDIC 33,176,513
DOT 17,881,982
Adjutant General 10,000,000
Department of Human Services 9,866,232
DOCR 4,226,240
Other agencies (19 agencies) 12,856,789
State Treasurer for distribution to cities, counties, park districts 3,932,546
Total $406,115,305
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SUMMARY OF OTHER AGENCY REQUESTS

Department of Agriculture $7,700,000
Legislative Council/Assembly 1,350,000
Main Research Station 989,968
NDSU Extension 855,400
Branch Research Centers 726,007
Highway Patrol 404,094
Mill and Elevator 149,079
OMB 119,700
WSI 116,576
Northern Crops Institute 115,586
Parks and Rec 96,547
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SUMMARY OF OTHER AGENCY REQUESTS

Tax Commissioner $81,601
DEQ 70,000
ND Courts 26,383
Historical Society 20,000
Office of the Governor 18,085
State Auditor 13,903
Veterans Affairs 2,860
Racing Commission 1,000
Total $12,856,789
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JOB SERVICE

• Contribution to the Unemployment Trust Fund to maintain solvency and 
replenish the fund to minimize the impact to employer tax rates 

• Estimated amount needed through the end of September 2020.

Unemployment Trust Fund - $200,000,000

 Support for individuals 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
 Support for businesses negatively impacted by the 

COVID-19 public health crisis.

• Grant funding to businesses to promote a safe return to the marketplace and 
improve consumer confidence.

• Grants up to $50,000 per business ($100,000 for business with multiple 
locations) for investments in protective equipment, supplies, and other 
improvements to reduce contact and attract customers and employees (i.e. PPE, 
anti-microbial treatments, equipment and physical improvements that reduce 
contact, etc.)

• Maximum amounts to be re-evaluated after initial round of grant applications 
are received and reviewed.

ND Economic Resiliency Grant Program - $68,679,000
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
 Support for businesses negatively impacted by the 

COVID-19 public health crisis.

• Grant funding to support workforce training programs for displaced workers 
seeking to develop the technical skills necessary to make a career change and 
remain gainfully employed in North Dakota.

• Max Amt: $100,000 per program. Training provider must provide 1:1 match.

ND Smart Restart Technical Skills Training Grant Program - $1,000,000



NORTH DAKOTA UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
 Public heath expenses necessary to respond to COVID-19.

• PPE, thermometers, misc. protective supplies and equipment - $2,963,766
• Health services supplies - $733,450
• Cleaning supplies, equipment and resources - $4,820,248

Total Request - $8,517,464

• Academic technology and software – Hybrid Flex Model - $13,542,399
• Instructional design resources - $11,403,800
• Classroom and facility restructuring to improve physical distancing measures - $1,740,034
• Technology needs and telework equipment and software - $8,791,058
• Overtime pay - $101,248
• Dakota Digital Academy and Expanded Learning Management System Storage - $400,000

 Necessary expenses to continue government operations
in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency.

Total Request - $35,978,539
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INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION
OIL & GAS DIVISION
 Support for businesses negatively impacted by the COVID-19 public health 

crisis.

• Oil and gas service sector job protection and orphaned oil well plugging 
and reclamation program.

• Program will maintain 300-550 oil and gas service sector jobs for six months.
• 549 wells have been identified as abandoned and at risk of becoming orphaned. 

The COVID-19 oil demand destruction and price shock results in no foreseeable oil 
price at which the identified wells can economically be returned to production.

• Assuming average reclamation costs of $75,000 per well and average well 
plugging costs of $75,000 per well, the total estimated state liability could be $82.35 
million. Offsetting this cost with $10 million from the abandoned well fund and $6 
million in existing reclamation bonds would leave a net state cost of $66.35 million.

• This request is for phase 2 – site reclamation costs only. The previous May 
Emergency Commission request for $33,175,000 covered the well plugging costs.

Orphan Well Plugging and Site Reclamation Phase 2 - $33,175,000
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INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION
OIL & GAS DIVISION
 Necessary expenses to continue government operations in response to 

the COVID-19 public health emergency.

• ZOOM membership and upgrades - $293.18
• Cleaning supplies and thermometers - $1,219.35

Total Request - $1,512.53
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

• COVID-19 technology costs $17,664,000
• Merge motor vehicle and driver license software for self-service kiosks -

$6,200,000
• 52 Self-Service Kiosks - $6,864,000
• Placement of self-service kiosks and readiness training - $500,000
• Motor vehicle and driver license mobile application - $4,100,000

• COVID-19 response costs $217,982
• Additional janitorial contract costs for enhanced cleaning - $97,395
• Motor pool, equipment rental and travel - $48,381
• Road maintenance supplies and materials - $46,914
• Cleaning supplies and safety clothing - $15,738
• Salaries for OT and on-call pay - $9,554

Total Request - $17,881,982



20

ADJUTANT GENERAL

• PPE and Supplies - $929,431
• Salaries - $2,066,822
• Operating Costs - $2,994,182
• Equipment - $4,009,565

Total Request - $10,000,000
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

• Childcare Emergency Operations Grant - $9,600,000
• Continue full program payments through July 3 - $2.6 M
• Reduce payment rate to 50% for July 4 through August 14 - $7 M

• Connect Karts for Long Term Care Facilities - $100,000
• Data collection surveys - $50,000
• PPE grants to Quality Service Providers - $50,000
• Polycom upgrades - $60,000
• NDSH supplies - $6,232

Total Request - $9,866,232
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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS & 
REHABILITATION

• IT related COVID-19 costs not covered by NDIT – $42,404
• Equipment, plant & facility, supplies – $359,361
• Security, inmate services - $118,500
• Parole & probation - $76,500
• Free Through Recovery - $273,600
• County jail payments - $2,954,818
• Community housing offender per diem - $401,057

Total Request - $4,226,240
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

• Meat Processing Cost Share Grant Program – $2,700,000
• Cost share program to meat processing plants to address increased demand for 

retail meat products and slaughter of livestock.
• Phase 2 of program following $1.3 million approval in May.
• Will address excess demand from Phase 1 and allow expansion to federally 

licensed facilities.
• Bioscience Innovation Grant Program - $5,000,000

• Competitive grant program to develop antibody therapies for Coronavirus 
response. Specific areas include biosensors and biotechnology in relation to 
humans, equipment, medical and health products and services; medical 
diagnostics, and medical therapeutics. 

• Grants will be administered by the Bioscience Committee and be linked to 
the Bioscience Innovation Grant Program.

• Individual grants are capped at $1,500,000 by Emergency Commission action.

Total Request - $7,700,000
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AND COUNCIL

• Legislative Assembly - $1,250,000
• One-time costs for equipment to allow Legislative Management and 

committees to meet remotely.
• Funding will be used to update the voting boards in each chamber for 

virtual meetings to be viewed and to allow for remote voting.
• Legislative Council - $100,000

• Costs incurred for Legislative Management and its committees to meet 
remotely and for other protective measure costs relating to the Coronavirus 
pandemic.

Total Requested - $1,350,000
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MAIN RESEARCH STATION

• Technology and Equipment for remote work - $656,020
• Additional labor - $126,030
• Travel - $104,418
• PPE - $65,000
• Additional cleaning & physical barriers - $38,500

Total Request - $989,968
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NDSU EXTENSION

• County programs - $477,100
• Technology to enhance remote program delivery - $413,100
• PPE, sanitizing supplies and hand sanitizer kiosks - $64,000

• Specialist Programs - $378,300
• Technology to enhance remote program delivery- $378,300

• Ag and natural resources educational programs
• Family and community wellness educational programs
• 4-H youth development programs

Total Request - $855,400
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BRANCH RESEARCH CENTERS

• Technology for video conferencing at each location - $420,420
• Equipment for employee teleworking - $86,118
• Additional labor - $58,400
• Additional travel - $43,569
• PPE - $35,000
• Additional cleaning and physical barriers - $52,500
• Installation of water for hand washing - $30,000

Total Request - $726,007
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HIGHWAY PATROL

• IT related to teleworking not covered by NDIT - $25,000
• PPE, cleaning supplies - $21,044
• Overtime, travel - $14,000
• External temperature scanners - $21,650
• Remote education software - $10,000
• In-car laptops - $312,400

Total Request - $404,094
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MILL AND ELEVATOR

• Freight rail costs to return shipments of flour due to school closure due to 
COVID-19 - $100,941

• Cleaning supplies, PPE- $23,279
• Overtime - $24,858

Total Request - $149,079
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT & BUDGET –
FACILITY MANAGEMENT

• Capitol Complex improvements to reduce spread of COVID-19 within the 
facilities

• Touchless fixtures in bathrooms in the Capitol tower, J-wing, State Office 
building, Liberty Memorial Building and Heritage Center - $110,000

• Increased day-time custodial services to clean and disinfect public areas 
and work areas within agencies

• Cleaning contract for additional cleaning during May and June 2020 -
$9,700

Total Request - $119,700



31

WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE

• Expanded worker's compensation benefits to first responders, health care 
workers and funeral directors.

• Actual claims paid thru May 29, 2020.

Total Request - $116,576
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NORTHERN CROPS INSTITUTE

• Technology for conference rooms and labs to deliver remote learning and 
meetings- $101,015

• Equipment for employee teleworking - $13,735
• PPE & hand sanitizer - $836

Total Request - $115,586
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SMALLER AGENCY REQUESTS 
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONER

• Park sanitation supplies, PPE, signage, gloves - $44,547
• Wi-Fi project in parks to encourage online reservations - $52,000

Total Request - $96,547  

• IT related to teleworking not covered by NDIT - $77,172
• Masks, sneeze guards, secure drop box at Capitol - $4,429

Total Request - $81,601
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SMALLER AGENCY REQUESTS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

ND COURTS 

• DEQ testing municipal wastewater for the presence of COVID-19 project -
$65,000

• Agency equipment - $5,000

Total Request - $70,000

• Telework items - $17,983
• Cleaning and PPE supplies - $4,794
• Salaries - $3,606

Total Request - $26,383
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SMALLER AGENCY REQUESTS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

• PPE and other protective equipment and supplies needed to open historical 
sites and facilities to the public.

Total Request - $20,000

• Salary and benefit costs for COVID-19 dedicated staff member working at 50% 
time for months of April and May.

Total Request - $18,085



SMALLER AGENCY REQUESTS 
STATE AUDITOR 

VETERANS AFFAIRS 

• IT related to teleworking not covered by NDIT.

Total Request - $13,903

• UV sanitizers - $1,980
• IT related to teleworking not covered by NDIT - $880

Total Request - $2,860

RACING COMMISSION 

• PPE and other protective equipment and cleaning supplies for race days.

Total Request - $1,000
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EMERGENCY 
COMMISSION 
APPROVAL
DIRECTED 
REMOVAL OF 
ALL CAPITAL 
PROJECTS

June 18, 2020 Emergency Commission action 
removed a specific Cass County request for $6.9 
million relating to capital improvements to the 
county jail, court rooms, meeting rooms, and 
public facing offices.

Directed OMB to review all requests and remove 
any remaining capital improvement funding.

Will be completed by OMB before funding is 
distributed by Treasurer.

Requested all future capital improvement 
requests be compiled for consideration at a 
future meeting.
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CITIES, COUNTIES, PARK DISTRICTS
 State Treasurer authority of $3,932,546:

City of Bismarck - $655,902
City of Williston - $545,715
City of West Fargo - $485,489
City of Fargo - $444,151
City of Grand Forks - $237,654
Burleigh County - $200,930
Southwest Multi-County Correction Center/Stark 
County - $186,716
Cass County - $152,061
Grand Forks County - $142,221
Williams County - $81,326
Richland County - $64,995
Ward County - $61,729

West Fargo Park District - $49,984
City of Watford City - $47,660
Walsh County - $45,152
Bismarck Parks and Recreation - $39,968
City of Jamestown - $35,332
Stutsman County - $34,638
McKenzie County - $32,631
City of Dickinson - $21,353
Stark County - $20,192
Ransom County - $19,885
Pembina County - $19,685
Fargo Park District - $18,417
Grand Forks Park District - $17,690
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CITIES, COUNTIES, PARK DISTRICTS
 State Treasurer authority of $3,932,546:

Morton County - $16,577
Rolette County - $15,478
Valley City Park District - $15,063
Adams County - $15,000
Sargent County - $12,751
Bottineau County - $11,781
Ramsey County - $11,383
Barnes County - $11,328
Logan County - $10,910
Williston Parks and Recreation - $10,907
Cavalier County - $10,765
City of Mandan - $10,746

LaMoure County - $10,610
McLean County - $9,343
Walsh County - $8,060
Dickey County - $6,914
Minot Park District - $6,543
Burke County - $6,138
Steele County - $5,838
Dunn County - $5,330
City of Grafton - $5,253
Slope County - $5,161
Renville County - $5,120
Pierce County - $4,835
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CITIES, COUNTIES, PARK DISTRICTS
 State Treasurer authority of $3,932,546:

City of Hillsboro - $4,235
Emmons County - $4,147
City of Oakes - $4,008
Wells County - $3,919
Watford City Park District - $3,832
Nelson County - $3,563
Mercer County - $3,295
City of Horace - $3,147

Towner County - $2,676
Oliver County - $2,541
City of Kenmare - $1,845
Golden Valley County - $1,216
City of Bowbells - $716
City of Rolla - $96
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