
May 20, 2020 

 

Good evening, 

My name is Mark Pierce. I am a 3rd generation coal miner from Beulah, ND. My wife and I have five 

daughters in Beulah’s school district. I am the founder of “Faces of North Dakota Coal”. This group 

started as a Facebook page to put a human face on our wonderful lignite industry here in North Dakota. 

The group has grown in support beyond my expectations with people from all over this state and many 

others. 

My industry and ultimately my livelihood have been under attack and is getting awfully close to the 

brink of disappearing. This is due directly to the Federal Tax Credit called the Production Tax Credit. It 

has created an uneven playing field and has distorted electricity markets. It is quite sad to see our 

Federal tax dollars used in this manner. 

I realize your Commission has no say in Federal Government tax policy. You do have a huge voice in 

representing the great people of Mercer County. 

I am asking that going forward, the County Commission will factor the negative economic impacts to 

Mercer County when considering new wind energy projects brought before you. Each new wind project 

that comes on line divides the electric pie and further distorts the electricity markets. This results in 

decreased output from our lignite based generating stations, which ultimately erodes our County’s tax 

base. Wind farm tax revenue does not and will not offset the revenue that will be lost through coal 

severance and conversion taxes. I truly believe this to be a reasonable and prudent aspect for you to 

consider. 

The only climate change coming down the road is the negative economic climate on the horizon if our 

great lignite industry is allowed to disappear. 

I urge you to reject the permitting of the Garrison Butte Wind Project. 

Thank you for standing up for Mercer County people, families, and communities by doing so. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mark L. Pierce 

Founder of Faces of North Dakota Coal 


