
Dear Honorable Chairman Pollert and Honorable Members of the Legacy Fund Earnings Committee:  

 

It is an honor to stand before you. My name is Trudy Ruland. I am a farmer/rancher, resident of Big Bend 

Township, the chair of the Mountrail County Board of Commissioners and the Vice President of WDEA 

Executive Committee.  

For over a decade the oil industry has had a huge impact in western North Dakota. Mountrail County 

along with the other oil-producing counties and political subdivisions have the huge task of providing 

the needed road and bridge infrastructure that the agriculture and energy industries depend greatly on 

to safely move in equipment and materials and move products out to market. The road and bridge 

infrastructure also provides the connectivity of our small rural communities.  

The western counties are continuing to build upon the important corridors that were funded with the 

Surge Funding of 2015. We are working to add more corridors and maintain existing corridors within our 

counties. They provide safe, fast and reliable routes for everyone. Last fall was so very wet – a year’s 

worth of moisture in one month – showed us all the need for better roads. We need to work hard to 

minimize road closures.  

Our paved roads are designed to an AASHTO 20-year standard. Many of these roads are experiencing 

between 600 to 900 vehicles a day with the majority being heavy semi trucks. Mountrail County has 

several roads in the 1000 to 1500 vehicle a day range. These heavily traveled roads are not holding up 

for 20 years. We are lucky to get 10 years out of these roads.  

2020 Construction Season...  

Mountrail County  

• 9 miles of reconstruction of gravel to pave; cost $13 million  

• 37 miles of resurfacing pave roads - overlays and chip seal; cost $11 million  

• 4 miles of joint township/county reconstruction of gravel road; cost $2.6 million  

• 6 road projects representing about 30 miles in design for next year  

Williams County  

• 20 miles of reconstruction of pave; cost $17.5 million  

• 5 miles of reconstruction of gravel; cost $4.8 million  

McKenzie County  

• 51 miles of reconstruction of gravel to pave; cost $77 million  

• 7 miles of reconstruction of pave to pave; cost $12.6 million  

• 5 miles of reconstruction of gravel; cost $4.8 million  

• 85 miles of resurfacing pave roads - overlays and chip seal  

• 6+ road projects representing about 60 miles in design  

Dunn County  

• 48.2 miles of reconstruction of gravel; cost $35.6 million  

• 7 road projects representing about 34 miles in design  

• 2+ miles of new pave to the new school in Killdeer  



Our bridges are also feeling the impact of the increased traffic and their old age. Many were never built 

to withstand the heavy traffic on the roads today. Keep in mind that a closed bridge means a closed 

road.  

Dunn County  

• One bridge closed to traffic; no funds to repair  

• Reconstruction of a bridge shared with Stark County  

McKenzie County  

• 2 bridges closed to traffic  

• 5 bridge structure replacements planned for 2020 at a cost of $2.5 million.  

Williams County  

• Replaced 2 old bridges with box culverts at a cost of $1.7 million  

• Currently has 4 bridges that need rehab or replacement (out of 67 bridges)  

Mountrail County  

• 1 bridge replacement to box culvert at a cost of $250,000 for a township  

McKenzie and Dunn Counties have very few organized townships. Thus, they are responsible for all the 

roads within their boundaries. Mountrail and Williams Counties are majority organized townships. So for 

example, townships within Mountrail County maintain approximately 1,500 miles of gravel roads. The 

majority of these gravel roads are “mucker” roads. They are adequate for the agricultural industry but 

not for the demands of the oil industry. They often fall apart under the heavy traffic and wet weather. 

These roads are the important first and last miles to most of the oil sites. And please remember the 

farmers and ranchers still have to use these busy “oil roads.”  

Current cost to reconstruct a gravel road is about $650,000 per mile. Even at the current funding level, it 

is very difficult for townships to finance projects. They are just keeping up with maintenance. Most of 

the townships in Mountrail are at or above the maximum levy of 18 mills now.  

Finally, the Prairie Dog bill/GPT formula is providing revenue to the counties and townships. But the 

funding is falling short. A portion of the Legacy Fund earnings should be used for direct funding, and to 

develop grants and loan programs for the counties and townships. Our goal should be the 

modernization and improvement of our road and bridge infrastructure, not just maintaining the status 

quo.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

Trudy Ruland 

Mountrail County Commission 

Western Dakota Energy Association  


